
Andover C of E Primary  

A Progression of 

Vocabulary in Geography 

 EYFS  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6 

Locational  country, land, 

sea, next to, 

under, above, 

same, different 

Andover, village, 

town, city, United 

Kingdom, ocean, 

continent 

Europe, Africa, 

Asia, Australia, 

North America, 

South America, 

Antarctica 

Pacific, Atlantic, 

Indian, Southern, 

Arctic Oceans 

Andover, 

Tanzania,   

Europe, Africa, 

Asia, Australia, 

North America, 

South America, 

Antarctica 

Pacific, Atlantic, 

Indian, Southern, 

Arctic Oceans 

Rio, South 

America, 

Amazon 

rainforest,   

Biomes:  

Savannah, 

Tropical 

rainforest, 

Temperate, 

deciduous 

forest,  Boreal 

forest, Desert, 

Tundra   

county, 

country, town, 

coast, physical 

features, 

human 

features, 

mountain, hill, 

river, sea, 

climate, tropics, 

tropical, of 

latitude, 

longitude, 

Equator, 

Northern 

Hemisphere, 

Southern 

Hemisphere, 

the Tropics of 

Cancer and 

Capricorn, 

Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle. 

City, town, 

Equator, 

Northern 

Hemisphere, 

Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of 

Cancer and 

Capricorn, 

Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, 

River Severn, 

River Thames, 

River Trent, River 

Nile, Amazon 

River, Mississippi 

River, River 

Danube, River 

Yangtze  

Northern 

Hemisphere, 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

atlas, index, 

coordinates, 

latitude, 

longitude, 

contour, 

altitude, peaks, 

slopes, 

continent, 

country, city,  

border, key. 



village, 

megacity 

Place same, different, 

hot, cold,  

community,   capital city, 

compare, 

China, Asia, 

country, 

population, 

Weather, 

similarities, 

differences, 

farming, culture,  

climate 

change, 

topographical, 

Fairtrade 

deforestation  

landscape, 

population, 

density, land 

use, retail, 

leisure, housing, 

business, 

industrial, 

agricultural. 

Commercial, 

residential, 

green spaces, 

landform, 

ocean, coast, 

river, island, 

cape, delta, 

peninsula, gulf, 

mountain, hill, 

valley, plateau 

Ring of Fire, 

Crust, Mantle, 

Inner Core, 

Outer Core, 

Human and 

Physical 

home, school, 

mountain, forest, 

shop, road, 

season, church, 

special, autumn, 

winter, spring, 

summer 

change, 

seasons, 

autumn, winter, 

spring, summer, 

snow, rain, sun, 

ice, wind,  

village town,  

Factory, 

farm, house, 

office, port, 

harbour, 

river, canal, 

church, 

shop  

indigenous 

peoples, 

deforestation, 

Community, 

logging, mining 

vegetation 

belts, forest 

floor, understory 

layer, canopy 

layer, emergent 

layer, drought 

Population, 

tourists, tourism, 

climate, city, 

capital city, 

economy,  

landmarks, 

education, 

landscapes 

Irrigation, 

leisure, supply, 

condensation, 

evaporation, 

groundwater, 

percolation, 

precipitation, 

transpiration, 

water cycle, 

delta, estuary, 

floodplain, 

meander, 

oxbow lake,  

river mouth,  

source, 

tributary, valley,  

Eruption, 

magma, active 

tectonic plate, 

shockwave, 

epicentre, solid,  

liquid,volcano, 

magma, 

mantle, fault, 

eruption, sill, 

vent, eruption, 

crust, extinct, 

core, conduit, 

dormant, ash, 

active, crater, 

earthquake, 

after shock, 



waterfall,  

flooding 

epicentre, fault 

line, fore shock, 

main shock, 

magnitude, 

Mercallie scale, 

micro quake, 

Richter scales, 

seismic, tremor, 

tsunami 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

map, key, 

symbol 

map, key 

symbol, 

destination 

map, key 

symbol, 

destination, 

compass, north, 

south, east, 

west 

benefit/advant

age, 

drawback/disa

dvantage, 

process, 

approximate, 

greenhouse gas 

sustainability, 

carbon 

footprint, global 

warming, 

renewable and 

non-renewable 

energy 

Sketch map, 

map, aerial 

view, 

annotation, 

landmark, 

distance, key, 

symbol, land 

use, population, 

coordinates. 

compass, 8-

point, direction, 

North, 

NorthEast, East, 

South, South-

East, West, 

North West, 

South West 

Sketch map, 

map, aerial 

view, 

annotation, 

landmark, 

distance, key, 

symbol, land 

use, population, 

coordinates. 

Ordinance 

survey, 

Ordinance 

survey symbols, 

Ordinance 

survey, land-

use, Ordinance 

survey symbols, 

scale, 

population 

density, Land 

height, 

Topographical 

contour, 

altitude, 

latitude, 

longitude, 

 

 


